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Dear Friends, 

In about a month, the Dari and Pashto Services of the Voice of 
America will broadcast, like in previous years, a number of special 
programs to mark the anniversary of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan in December 1979. This year, the facilities of Project 
PAYAM can be used to give a human dimension to these commemorative 
programs. 

This year, we would like to put on the air special messages 
from Afghans in the United States. These messages should indicate 
continued support for those who must live under foreign occupation 
daily. They might express concern, and convey sympathetic feelings 
from the sender for relatives and friends in Afghanistan. Such 
messages should not, however, be political in nature. 

In addition, this letter is to remind that Project PAYAM is 
generally available to those who wish to send personal messages to 
persons in Afghanistan. We encourage you to use the facilities of 
project PAYAM and use them again if you have already done so. There 
are no rules limiting use of the PAYAM system, and each individual 
and family may make use of it periodically. VOA is proud to be able 
to serve to transmit such personal messages. 

The toll-free PAYAM telephone number for both Dari and Pashto is: 

800-53-PAYAM, which is the same as 800-537-2926. 

If you wish to contact us about project PAYAM or other matters 
regarding our activities, you may reach us through these numbers 
(which are not toll-free): 

Pari Service : (202) 485-8351, 485-8352, 485-8349 or 485-8353 

Pashto Service: (202) 485-8325, 485-8317 






Abraham M. Hirsch 

Chief, 

Dari Service 
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Room 1466 HHS-N, 330 Independence Avenue S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20547 
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